
Return to School – January 25, 2021 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Health and Safety 

 

1. Will students and staff be screened for COVID-19 symptoms?  

All families will be asked to complete a daily health screening for each student before 

he/she boards the bus or are dropped off at school.  Therefore, it is extremely important 

that we have the most current email address for a parent/guardian. 

2. What is the district policy for contact tracing?  How will families who refuse to 

share information be addressed?  Are families/students that travel, and/or have 

household members of their household that travel to COVID-19 hotspots required 

to report information to school personnel? 

The district will follow all guidelines provided by the NJ Department of Health and 

quarantine rules in place by the state.  Additionally, students, staff and families will be 

asked to follow the screening process as always, which includes completing a daily 

exposure/symptom survey.  Students and staff who travel to states listed on the State’s 

quarantine list must notify the school.   

3. If one student tests positive for COVID-19 does that mean the teacher and the rest 

of the class have to quarantine for 14 days? 

If there is a confirmed case of COVID-19, the district will abide by the guidelines set 

forth by the CDC.  Notification may come from the school or local health department. 

4. Will there be a nurse in the building every day? 

Yes, there will be a nurse in each building every day. 

5. Will there be dual offices for nurses, one to handle COVID-19 symptoms and 

another to handle first aid and other health issues? 

There will be a separate isolation room in each building where potential COVID-19 

patients will be placed until further actions can be taken (sent home) 

6. Does every student who complains of a COVID-19 symptom get sent home?  

Students who are exhibiting signs of COVID-19 symptoms will be placed in the isolation 

room and will be sent home and recommended for further screenings. 

7. How will social distancing be maintained in the hallways, in the classrooms and 

during arrival and dismissal? 

With reduced capacity, we will limit some hallways and stairwells, to one way, as well as 

place signage and barriers, as appropriate, to assist with hallway movements. Students 

will be encouraged not to congregate in clustered groups. Staff will be distanced from 

students by six feet where feasible.  Likewise, students will be socially distant from each 

other where feasible.  Additionally- 

 Students will be assigned seating in the classrooms and on buses 

 All desks will face the instructor 

 Classroom furniture will primarily consist of student desks and a teacher desk 

Alternate instructional spaces may be utilized when the class size exceeds the 

maximum number of desks. 

Additional entry and exit points for school arrival and dismissal will be in place to reduce 

doorway crowding. 



8. Will the bathroom be available for use and how will sanitary conditions be 

maintained? 

Our custodial teams will have an increased rotation to enable higher frequency cleaning  

of bathrooms.  With respect to cleaning, our protocols have changed to include ongoing  

cleaning during the day in addition to cleaning followed by sanitizing each night.    

During the day we have staff wiping down frequently touched surfaces with a  

disinfectant.  We also have staff spraying down (spray bottle) lavatory fixtures during the  

day.  

9. Will students have access to water fountains? 

Water fountains will not be in use for students and staff.  Students will have access to 

water bottle filling stations, where available.  We recommend that students bring a water 

bottle to school daily. 

10. Will students be required to provide their own mask and other PPE if required? 

Families will be asked to send students with an appropriate mask.  The district will have 

additional PPE to issue to students if they do not have an appropriate mask, if their mask 

gets wet or dirty, or if they do not have access to PPE. 

11. Will clear plastic face shields be an acceptable alternative to fabric masks? 

The district is requiring staff and students to cover their nose and mouth.  The CDC does 

not recommend the use of face shields for everyday activities or as a substitute for cloth 

face coverings. 

12. How will mask wearing be enforced? 

Masks will be mandated while indoors and in outdoor settings.  All school rules apply; 

therefore all masks should have school-appropriate design. We will need to teach 

students of all grade levels the importance of mask wearing.  Parents will also need to 

teach their children the importance of wearing masks, as well as building up student’s 

capacity to wear them. Ultimately, students that fail to comply with requirements will 

result in loss of in-person instruction.   

13. Will students change classrooms every period? 

At the middle school level we are currently running four 50 minute periods in the 

morning.  There will be movement between periods. 

14. Will there be mandatory measurements for social distancing? 

Classes will be running at or around half capacity which will allow for social distancing.  

If social distancing is not permitted due to the size of the classroom, additional protective 

coverings will be put in place or the classroom will be moved to a larger location.  At all 

times, masks will be required regardless of spacing requirements. 

15. Strict guidelines have to be adhered to for the safety and well-being of staff and 

students.  How will we ensure that parents do not violate these rules? 

Every day, students will participate in an online screening process which includes 

completing a survey prior to entering the school building. Parents/guardians are required 

to check their email each morning and must complete the online screening.  This form 

must be completed in order to attend school that day. 

16. How will the district ensure students are washing/sanitizing their hands regularly? 

Students will be provided with opportunities to wash or sanitize hands before/after 

transitional times.  Signage promoting proper hygiene will be visible in locations such as 

classrooms, restrooms and hallways.  Hand sanitizer dispensers will be available in 



classrooms.  The District will ensure hand sanitizer and soap dispensers are full daily and 

disinfected multiple times daily. 

17. How will the buildings be cleaned and disinfected when schools reopen? 

The district has developed cleaning protocols that meet the CDC recommendations for 

the regular cleaning of all hard surfaces.  Cleaning and disinfecting protocols have been 

implemented to keep the staff and students safe. This includes ongoing cleaning during 

the day. Cleaning is followed by sanitizing each night.   During the day we have staff 

wiping down frequently touched surfaces with a disinfectant.  We also have staff 

spraying down (spray bottle) lavatory fixtures during the day. 

18. If students are coming to school, what precautions are taken to make sure the 

facility is well ventilated and well sanitized? 

We are following the recommendations of the CDC and NJ Department of Health 

regarding ventilation and sanitation. All classrooms are mechanically ventilated. 

Additionally, we have purchased 300 HEPA filtration units (plug in units that look like 

dehumidifiers you have at home), one for each classroom.  The filters last 3,000 

hours….and we purchased replacement filters too.  HEPA units are not necessary but we 

felt that it would be an added layer of safety.  We are also ensuring proper ventilation in 

“inside” rooms, that is, rooms without windows. We are currently creating a SOP 

(Standard Operating Protocol) with our Building and Grounds team regarding cleaning 

and HVAC maintenance schedules. We will further review the ability to open classroom 

windows when possible. 

19. How will buses be cleaned and sanitized? 

Transportation will be running at reduced capacity to ensure social distancing.  Bus 

drivers and students will be required to wear masks while on the bus.  After each “run” 

buses will be disinfected according to CDC standards. 

 

Learning Models 

 

20. What are the learning options? 

 

Hybrid Option: 

• Students will attend school two half days a week in person and the remaining days 

will be online learning. 

• Generally, students with last name A – K will be in cohort A and attend school in-

person on Mondays and Tuesdays.  Students with last name L-Z are cohort B and 

will attend school on Wednesdays and Thursdays.   

• All afternoon classes will be online learning and will be mandatory. 

• Students will use their current class zoom links to join each class. 

• On Fridays, all students during the month of February will attend school virtually 

and will receive asynchronous instruction. 

Remote Option: 

• Students will attend schools virtually five (5) days a week – full days. 

• Students will use their current class zoom links to join each class. 

• Monday – Thursday students will receive synchronous instruction via 

livestreaming from the classroom. 



• On Fridays, all students during the month of February will attend school virtually 

and will receive asynchronous instruction. 

 

21. Will virtual classes be recorded so that students can complete them at alternate 

times then when their corresponding in-person class meets? 

Livestreaming synchronous classes may be recorded for teachers to share with students 

who are unable to attend a class session.  However, these recordings will only be retained 

for approximately 3 days.  Additionally, teachers may record lessons for students to view 

asynchronously as part of instruction. 

22. What will an in-person school day schedule look like? 

The goal is to resume and replicate a mostly normal school day schedule with cleaning 

protocols, physical and social distancing, adjustments to how students enter and exit the 

building, and changes to transitions between classrooms throughout the day.  Masks will 

also be required throughout the school day. 

23. Within the hybrid program, is there any time when children will have one-on-one 

time with a teacher or an instructional assistant when learning virtually? 

Yes. Students will have an opportunity to work individually with their teacher or 

assistant.  This support may occur during the regular class period as the rest of the class 

completes practice activities. 

24. What does a virtual day look like from start to finish? 

Students will follow the daily class period schedule already in place.  Please note time 

adjustment.  On January 25, 2021 school will begin at 7:45 am. 

25. Overall, on virtual days, how many hours will students be on screens with live 

instruction? 

Students will receive synchronous instruction between 7:45 am – 11:25 am and 1:10 pm 

– 2:35 pm.   

26. Will parents be able to choose between Mon/Tues or Wed/Thurs for their child’s 

hybrid learning format? 

No.  Students will be placed in two cohorts, A and B, according to their last name.  

Cohort A will include students with last names A-K, Cohort B will include students with 

last names L-Z.  This will allow siblings to be kept together on the same schedule when 

attending the hybrid group.   

27. If we opt for the online only model, will classes be similar to September, October 

2020. 

We will continue the live instruction via zoom. Student’s schedules remain the same. 

28. What are the social distancing and safety guidelines for paraprofessionals working 

in-person, one-on-one with students? 

Paraprofessionals will follow the same guidelines as the rest of the district which is set 

forth by the state. 

29. How will counselors address the mental health needs of our students in a safe and 

effective manner while practicing social distancing? 

The district will be providing social emotional support for students.  The counselors are 

particularly tuned in to anticipating students’ emotional reaction to social isolation, 

including depression and/or social anxiety.   More information can be found at 

www.ltps.org on the socio-emotional site.  

 

http://www.ltps.org/
https://sites.google.com/mtsd.us/covid-19resources/home


30. Will the option of changing the choice of model be offered during this phase? 

If you choose the remote instruction option, your child will remain in remote instruction 

while we are in the current hybrid schedule. 

31. What happens if after two weeks, a month etc. we decide we want, or need, to go 

virtual? 

The decision-making process will be based on guidelines and recommendations set forth 

by the Lawrence Township Department of Health, Mercer County Department of Health, 

and CDC.  The district is preparing for situations in which a school or schools need to 

close due to a significant number of students or staff testing positive for COVID-19 or 

reporting other increase in COVID-19 in our State or region. If, as a district, it is 

necessary for the health and safety of our students and staff to return to a virtual learning 

format, the schedule for each student will remain the same as September, October 2020. 

The District is ready to quickly transition to remote learning.  A student’s schedule will 

also remain in place should a student need to switch from in-person to all virtual. 

32. If a student has to be absent because they are in quarantine, symptomatic, sick etc 

can they jump into the virtual classes? Have the state attendance laws be modified 

to reflect learning during a pandemic? 

We have not received notice from the State regarding any changes or updates to the 

attendance laws.  All classes will have a virtual component.  Students will be permitted to 

attend the virtual class.  We strongly encourage students who are not feeling well to stay 

home.  However, as always, attendance will be monitored.  

 

Curriculum and Instruction 

 

33. Will gym and breaks be conducted outdoors? 

All efforts will be made to ensure physical distancing takes place during these classes.  

Students will be engaged in no-contact sports and activities in which students need to be 

class together.  PE will be conducted outdoors when possible. 

34. Will there be mandatory caps on class size? 

Yes.  Classrooms will be running at half capacity since only one cohort attends in person 

classes at a time.  

35. How will students use Chromebooks when they attend school on their hybrid day? 

Students need to bring their charged school-issued device every day in the case that was 

provided.  As students have done in the past, they will continue to use technology as a 

tool to support their learning when they are physically present in school.  This may 

include independent practice with various supplemental applications.  

36. Will student materials be brought home from school? 

The district will encourage teachers to reduce the number of materials transitioning 

between home and school. Students will bring their District-issued devices home nightly. 

Lockers will not be assigned or used.  Students are encouraged to bring backpacks to 

school in order to carry books and personal belongings. 

 

 

 

 

 



Communication 

 

37. How can I stay informed about the planning for the reopening of schools? 

Please visit the district website for the latest information and updates.  Specifically, 

families can reference Dr. Kasun’s Restart and Reopening Plan and the Coronavirus 

Information link. 

 

Transportation 

 

38. If a family has chosen to drive their child to school will they be able to switch to bus 

transportation at any time (if eligible for busing)? 

No.  Bus occupancy has been carefully planned to enable social distancing. 

39. When can families who have elected to use bus transportation expect to receive their 

bus assignments, pick up/drop off locations and times? 

Families can expect to receive their bus pass in the mail approximately one week prior to 

the return to school. 

40. Any questions regarding transportation can be directed to the Transportation 

Department at (609)671-5445 or transportation@ltps.org. 

41. Will students be required to wear a mask while on the bus?  Will the bus driver also 

be wearing a mask? 

Yes.  Masks are required at all times for students while on the bus. Drivers will be 

required to wear face coverings while students are entering or exiting the bus.  

42. Where should parents who are driving their child drop him/her off in the morning 

and at pick up? 

Parents can drop off their student at Door #5, Circle Drive. 

 


